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Synopsis

Each year, over one and a half million children experience the divorce of their parents. The goal of
this book is to contribute to the advancement of knowledge regarding children of divorce, especially
the practice of evaluation as it pertains to child custody. The reality of custody evaluation work
invokes a plethora of specific circumstances regarding each family that must be taken into
consideration. To work towards this goal, the author integrates scientific findings, relevant theory,
and professional experience in a manner that is conceptually sound and useful in practice. Each
chapter begins with a Practice Checklist to emphasize what is needed to engage in careful
deliberation. Major topics include: applications of game theory to child custody; uncertainty in
judgment from Nobel Prize-winning research; time sharing; collecting information from parents and
collaterals; observing parental interaction with children; parental alienation; research on strategic
behavior in divorce disputes; and gatekeeping. In addition, domestic violence, child abuse,
substance abuse, relocation, report writing, ethics, guidelines, risk management, and practice
improvement are discussed. This book also contains important new research on the PAI, PCRI, and
MMPI-2 specific to child custody evaluation. This well-written text is an excellent resource for
domestic relations attorneys, judges, family counselors, child protection workers, human services,

advocates, and mental health professionals.
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Customer Reviews

Dr Hynan’s book is a welcome milestone, offering research based, fresh, insightful, incisive,

creative,and well crafted wisdom and advice. His scholarship is exemplary and



knowledge/experience sufficientto omit dross and proffer a very fine digest of salient findings and
clinical acumen. His work aids thecourts and their advisers balanced, learned, and comprehensive
assistance to serve those in thethroes of great distress with much need - children of conflicting

parents and those who love them.

Don’t waste your money. Any custody investigator/evaluator could write this book. It is simple
common sense and throughout the book the autor refers to check lists and interview question sets

to use - but never provides any of them, not even a starting point to build one’s own lists.

An excellent book to add to any forensic mental health professional’s library. It covers some topics

not discussed in some of the classic texts in the field of child custody evaluations.

Dr. Hynan’s book is an excellent resource for students as well as seasoned professionals involved
in family law litigation. His coverage of issues is surprisingly comprehensive considering the modest
length of this book. Dr. Hynan’s focus on empirically-supported methodology for conducting child
custody evaluations, coupled with a clear, concise and interesting writing style makes this book a
valuable contribution to the field. His inclusion of psychological test data from a large sample of
parents who were evaluated makes this book a frequently used resource for me. This book
represents an excellent contribution to the field of child custody evaluation.Robert Semel, Psy.D.
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